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STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY JUNIOR NETBALL LEAGUE

RULES 2018-19
1. Eligibility


1.1 
All players must be affiliated to England Netball through their club prior to playing in any match all 
             

players 
must be first claimed to Staffordshire and the club to which they are registered.
1.1i      All teams entering the Staffordshire Junior Premier League must do so by means of qualification                                                                 
from the Staffordshire Junior Development League. 

All clubs must be based in Staffordshire.

All clubs playing in the current Premier League season are deemed to have qualified.

Any new teams wishing to join the Premier League must have played in the Development League 
in the prior season or be entering teams in the Development league as well as the Premier League and 
be prepared to continue to support Staffordshire netball through the Development League at all levels.

Any players / clubs who have taken part in the qualification process for National Clubs in another 
county during each qualification period may not enter the Premier League. Except where there are 
exceptional circumstances, e.g. a player transfers from a club in another county to a Staffordshire club 
prior to the season commencing. Written (email) permission must be given prior to playing

1.2
All clubs must be CAPS accredited or committed to working towards CAPS accreditation inline with 



England Netball policies. Initial accreditation must be sought before a club is allowed to play


      
 
in the junior league. Accreditation must be achieved before the end of the 2nd season or entry 



will be refused until accreditation is achieved.

1.3
All clubs must register teams in August/September before the start of the season


1.4
All players ages are as of at midnight on 31 August/ 1 September of the current playing season.

      
1.5
Where a club enters more than one team, players shall only represent one team and can only 



play in their correct age group. Transfer to a different team can be made during the December 


break. Players may play in a different age group with the appropriate age banding form completed 


(available from EN) and returned to the league secretary at the same time as the registration sheet.


County/Regional academy (except under rule 1.9)
      
1.6
Players wishing to transfer to a different club may only do so at the end of the December fixtures;

 

i.e. at the Christmas break before the January fixtures have commenced. 2nd claim affiliation will be 


accepted at this point ONLY - but not playing for 2 clubs
.
PENALTY: Offending team receives 0 points; opposing team receives 5 points(premier) / 6 points (development)

1.7
Teams must provide a team manager/umpire, who is duly qualified.

      
1.8  
Premier Divisions ONLY - no new players can be registered or played up after week 5. 

      
1.9  
Premier Divisions ONLY - players may play up from their B/C/D squads on 1 occasion only, after 


playing up twice the player is deemed to play in the Premier division and may take no further part 


in the Development B division. No player may play twice in a day.
     
1.10 
No player may play 2 games in the same day, except where the fixtures give their team 2 games.  

     
1.11 
Premier Divisions ONLY - all teams must provide a timekeeper and a scorer for their game.

     
1.12 
Premier Divisions ONLY - all teams must provide an umpire as per the umpiring rota who is a 


minimum of C award and can attain the required fitness level.
     
1.13 
Only coaches, primary carer and reserves are allowed on the team bench.
2.
Playing the Game

2.1
Play will be in accordance with the current rules of England Netball

2.2
There will be a maximum of 12 players per team 


(Squads may be bigger but only 12 allowed at a game)
2.3
Teams must commence play if there are 5 or more players available. If a team does not have 5 players when the game is due to start, the opposing team will be awarded the points. Players arriving late can join the game after a goal has been scored or at quarter time. Should any team make a representation that they have a genuine reason for being late, the game must be played using the time slot allocated, the time played noted and the league will make a decision in due course. 


2.4
Games in the Development Division (Northwood) will be 10 minutes a quarter, with 1 min at ¼ and 


¾ time and 2mins at ½ time.
                    Games in the Premier Division (St.Peter’s) will be 12 minutes a quarter, with 2 mins at ¼ and ¾  


time and 3 mins at ½ time.

2.5
Clubs should ensure they have a spare set of bibs, contrasting in colour to their first set, prior to all 


games


2.6
Teams must toss for centre pass well in advance of the start of the game and make the umpire 


aware of their decision.

2.7
All teams must register their playing kit on their league entry form. Playing kit must be the



registered uniform and all those players not suitably attired may be asked to leave the court. 


2.8
ALL Jewellery should be removed (NO TAPING ALLOWED) and nails should be short and smooth.

2.9
Central timing will be used for matches. Games will start and finish on the umpire’s whistle. 


2.10
The umpire’s decision is final. Umpires on court can confer and make a joint decision where 



needed.

3.
Scoring


3.1
Points are awarded as follows in the Development League:
6 points for winning a game

4 points for drawing a game

2 points to losing team who score 50% or more of the opposition’s score

1 point for playing the match
Points are awarded as follows in the Premier Division

5 points for a win

3 points for a draw

2 points for a loss but scoring within 5 goals of the winning team's score (eg 50-46)

1 point for a loss but scoring 50% or more of their opponents score

3.2
In the event of a draw on points at the end of the season, goal average (goals for divided by goals 
against) will decide. Where this is the same, then goal difference (goals for minus goals conceded will 

be used). Should it prove necessary, goals scored will decide the winner.

3.3
The result sheet once submitted cannot be changed. Results sheets must be submitted by email to the relevant Results Officer for that division and staffsjuniornetball@hotmail.co.uk. Clubs have six days to submit score sheets. All paper score sheets should be kept by clubs until Dec.31st / April 30th in case of any queries.


In the Premier Division the result sheets will be placed in the envelope on the scorers’ table for collection.

3.4
i) In the event of a match being cancelled, the result sheet must still be returned by the club 



claiming the points.



ii) The team claiming the points will deem to have won 16-0.



ii) If clubs need to cancel any matches, they must do so as soon as possible, informing all parties 


concerned, including the league secretary.
Penalty: If score sheets are NOT submitted within six days than the offending club will receive ZERO POINTS. 


3.5
 The top two club teams in the premier Under 14 and Under 16 sections from September – 



December will enter the regional league held at Walsall from January – April 
N.B.
Regional League regulation – only one team per club in each age group is allowed to play in the regional league
4. Fees

4.1 Each team will pay a Match Fee to be decided by SCNA Treasurer. Clubs will be invoiced at the end of December and at the end of April each season. 


Penalty: Non-payment will result in exclusion from league
5. Presentation Evening

5.1 Each team must purchase a minimum of two tickets for the presentation evening

5.2 At least one member of any first or second placed team must the presentation evening if they wish to receive their medals

6. Discipline


6.1
Teams cancelling a game must pay the opposition’s match fee.

Penalty: Offending team receives 0 points; opposing team receives 5 points (premier), 6 points 
(development)
6.2 
Teams who withdraw from the league once the season has started will be fined a one-off fee to 
cover court costs for one week


6.3 
All Leagues Codes of Conduct will be abided by at all times. All clubs will have these distributed in 


advance of the league start date. 


6.4
All parents/spectators must watch from the designated areas and abide by the League Code of 


Conduct at all times. 


Northwood designation area - balcony, 


St Peters designated area - along the back wall adjoining the main entry door on the side line.

Penalty: After two warnings, parents who breach the code of conduct will be banned from spectating for 3 junior league matches. 

Further breach = full ban

6.5
The Staffordshire Junior League Committee will manage the league. Any dispute/appeal should be 
lodged in writing within 7 days of the incident to Ursula Smith –County Youth League Chair. 
staffsjuniornetball@hotmail.co.uk. The Staffordshire Junior League Committee will deal with any 
disciplinary action needed. 


Any appeal should be accompanied by a £50 administration fee which is only refunded should the club 
win their appeal

6.6
Each club should be represented at the junior league meetings. Each club present has one vote in each age group in which they play with max 3 in total. All clubs will be bound by the rules set by the League Committee whether or not they attend the meetings.
The Staffordshire Junior League Committee reserves the right to act on any issues not covered within the rules.
APPENDIX FOR HIGH FIVE

All games must be played with 7,8 or 9 players
Rotation as per results sheet (EN rules) must be adhered to.
Penalty: Offending team receives 0 points: opposing team 6 points
